
 

 
INTERNATIONAL SHIP CLASSIFICATION  

10 Anson Road, #25-01 International Plaza Singapore 079903 
Tel: +65 6225 2565 Fax: +65 6225 2265 Email: Info@isclass.org 

CIRCULAR 

 
 

 

 
To :  All Offices 
 
From :  General Manager 
    ISClass 
 
Date :  11 Jan 2007 
 
Ref :  CIR07/0001 
 
ANNUAL TESTING OF VOYAGE DATA RECORDERS AND SIMPLIFIED 
VOYAGE DATA RECORDERS 
 
1. The requirements of Voyage Data Recorders (VDR) and Simplified Voyage 
Data Recorders (SVDR) to be subjected to annual performance test shall come into 
force soon following the approval of the guidelines on the annual testing. The primary 
aim of the annual performance test is to ascertain that the VDR/S-VDR is operational 
in accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications. As the VDR/S-VDR is 
essentially a “black box”, a test regime has to be put in place to confirm that the 
respective interfaces comply with the appropriate International Electrochemical 
Commission (IEC) test standards. Such a transparency is essential for surveyors or 
inspectors of flag Administrations, port States or recognized organization. 
 
2. The annual performance test of the VDR/S-VDR should only be carried out by 
the manufacturer or a person authorized by the manufacturer.  
 
3. To align with the appropriate survey under the Harmonized System of Survey 
and Certification (HSSC), the annual performance test should be carried out as 
follows: 
 

a. Up to 3 months before the due date for a passenger ship. 
 
b. Within 3 months before and after the due date for a cargo ship. 

 
The maximum period between subsequent testing is 15 months for passenger ships 
and 18 months for cargo ships, unless the certificate has been extended as permitted 
by the SOLAS Regulation I/14. 
 
4. The annual test should be recorded in English, French or Spanish. If neither of 
the languages is used, the text should include a translation into one of these languages. 
 
 
Appendix: MSC.1/Circ.1222 dated 11 Dec 06 “Guidelines on Annual Testing of 
Voyage Data Recorders (VDR) and Simplified Voyage Data Recorders (S-VDR)” 
 












